them, however, as are here, are astonished that              '

you find pleasure in your long retirement; and to Sidney
though they readily believe that it is made most
delightful to you by the society of your dearest
friends, still they think you ought very carefully
to reflecft whether it is consistent with your char-
adter to remain so long concealed. They fear that
those who do not so well know your constancy
may susped: that you are tired of that toilsome
path which leads to virtue and which you for-
merly pursued with so much earnestness. They
are fearful, too, that the sweetness of your length-
ened retirements may somewhat relax the vig-
orous energy with which you used to rise to noble
undertakings, and a love of ease which you once
despised, creep by degrees over your spirit. They
have accordingly often begged me to write to
you on this matter, which hitherto I always re-
fused to do, saying that I knew well the steadi-
ness of your mind, and that they need not fear
its vigour and its         would be dulled by idle-

mid that* even if the common herd should
entertain          suspicions of you, you could at

any time easily wipe them away* Though I fre-
quently               them in such terms as these,
and that I wondered they did not write to
you if they thought it so necessary,
they did not          to urge me to write, and in
answer to what I had to my, alleged that my
would have more weight with you than
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